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 PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS

1989-2007
Reader in Philosophy, University of Bristol

1976-89
Lecturer in Philosophy, University of Bristol

1975

Visiting Lecturer, University of California at Los Angeles

1974-76
Junior Research Fellow, Linacre College, Oxford

1973-75
College Lecturer, Merton College, Oxford

1969-70
Lecturer in Philosophy, University of Sheffield

Visiting Appointments

Fellow, School of Advanced Studies, London University,  Jan-Sept 2000

Chercheur Associé, CREA, Ecole Polytechnique, Paris 1999-2000

Visiting Researcher, Centre for Philosophy of Natural and Social Science, LSE 1999-2000

Visiting Fellow, Australian National University, Canberra 1991

Visiting Scientist and Scholar, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 1990-91

Visiting Professor, University of São Paulo 1988

Visiting Lecturer, Birkbeck College, London 1985-6

TEACHING


From 1976 to 2007, my main teaching at Bristol University was in Philosophy of Mind and Philosophy of Language. I contributed regularly to other core areas with units in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, Philosophy of Science, and I gave specialised courses in Philosophy of Biology, Sociology, and Psychology. Throughout my career I have been keen to explore the potential of e-learning. In this connection my unit PHIL 20032 received a ‘teaching and learning initiative’ award from the Education Committee in 2003-4.

Innovative units and teaching methods

In 2004 I received a Learning and Teaching Award for PHIL20032 Philosophical Issues of Modern Biotechnology. The unit’s VLE included an interactive primer on genetics as well as on-line quizzes and tests. Jasmine Cockcroft, a postgraduate student of philosophy whose first degree was in genetics, wrote the primer under my direction. The intention was to enable students who had not previously studied genetics to acquire knowledge of the subject that would then put them in a better position to appreciate the philosophical issues.

RESEARCH


When first appointed at Bristol I was working on the logical analysis of explanations that cite purposes and functions. My 1976 monograph Teleology is regularly cited in discussions of this topic. A Korean translation was published in 2005. 
From 1978 my research started to focus on mental representation and intentional content. The collection Thought and Object, which had its origins in the Bristol Philosophy of Mind Workshop, exerted substantial influence upon debates in the 80’s and 90’s.  I continued to contribute to this branch of philosophy by writing papers (see section (i) Publications) and directing projects (see section (iii) Research Grants). 

Since my retirement I have become interested in the philosophy of music. I also maintain active research interests in language(s) and in the issues raised by modern biotechnology 

In 2007 I became informally affiliated to the Music Department of the Federal University of São João del-Rey in Minas Gerais, Brazil.

Grants for Individual Research

1999-2000
AHRB Research Leave (back to back, one year)

1998-9

Mind Association Research Fellow (one semester)

1994-5

Bristol University Fellowship (one year)

1991

British Academy Small Personal Research Grant

1989-90
 Bristol University Research Grant 


 Grants for Research Projects

1993-96 
Centre for Theories of Language and Learning


The Philosophy Department provided seed-corn money in 1993 to set up this (departmental) centre as an interdisciplinary forum. Its steering committee included representatives from the Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences and Education. In 1994 the Alumni Foundation donated £600 to CTLL.

The inaugural event in November 1993 was a one-day conference in Bristol entitled The Roots Of Joint Reference. It was sponsored by the British Society for the Philosophy of Science.  Four eminent speakers and 40 participants discussed the semantics and pragmatics of demonstrative pronouns, pointing, and developmental precursors of referential communication in children.


CTLL ran Saturday seminars during 1994 on 'Learning in Connectionist Nets', 'Conscious Awareness and Remembering', and  Knowledge of Meaning'.


In 1994-5, CTLL focussed on a topic of public concern which achieved wide publicity on radio and TV and in the press. The conference on The Conservation of Endangered Languages, held on April 21st 1995, attracted 50 participants. Five expert speakers addressed the problem of language-loss from global demographic, evolutionary, anthropological, educational and managerial perspectives. The background paper and the conference-report are online at http://faculty.ed.umuc.edu/~jmatthew/articles/langconf.html. The conference provided the occasion for establishing a Foundation for Endangered Languages dedicated to the study and conservation of the world’s linguistic diversity. Its website is: www.ogmios.org/home.htm

In Autumn Term 1996, with the help of a second grant from the Alumni Foundation, the Centre ran a series of lunch-time lectures entitled ‘Differences Between Languages’. As with the 1995 conference, multiple perspectives were represented. 

In 1997 CTLL ceased its activities, owing to difficulties in obtaining support for interdisciplinary research across Faculties.

1988-1990 Franco-British project Language Communication and Cognition

Grants for this two-year project were provided by the French Embassy in London, the British Council in Paris, and the British Academy.


In 1987 I proposed a scheme to link philosophers and cognitive scientists in France and Great Britain. Applications for support were drawn up by myself in conjunction with Martin Davies and Pascal Engel. Financial assistance was won from the French Embassy in London and the British Council in Paris. The British Academy gave a `pump-priming' grant. A bi-national association was formed under the general title 'Language Communication and Cognition'.


The project, on Concepts and Categorization, was launched at Easter 1988. My main tasks as director were to plan a series of parallel meetings in Paris and London, and to circulate regular bulletins to the participants (10 French, 10 British). The project ended with a conference in April 1990 at Sussex University. Many of the papers that came out of this project later appeared in journals.
1981-1996 
Grant-aided Projects in Brazil

Four British Council grants to support my work in Brazil were made in 1981, 1982, 1985, and 1988. I received grants from Brazilian sources in 1990, 1995 and 1996.


In 1981 I spent eight months in Brazil as guest of two universities in Rio de Janeiro and São  Paulo. The aim of the trip was to investigate the current state of philosophy in Brazil, particularly logic and analytic philosophy, in order to gather information that might be useful to the British Council in formulating its policy in relation to the Brazilian university sector.  In the course of this visit I became fluent in Portuguese and was invited to give lectures. My report was submitted to the British Council shortly after my return to the UK. 


I made three more visits organized jointly by the British Council and by Brazilian Universities and Research Councils. In the autumn of 1982 I delivered a series in Portuguese on `Philosophical Problems of Artificial Intelligence' at the Federal University of Pernambuco,  the University of Campinas, and  the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro. 

In 1985 I gave graduate courses at three universities in the north,centre and south of Brazil; I also helped the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul to set up a computer-assisted logic course. 


In August 1988 as visiting professor at the University of São Paulo I gave a course on `Models of Cognitive Development' . I also lectured at universities in São Paulo state, north-west Paraná, and at the University of Brasília.


My next visit to Brazil took place in October 1990 by invitation of the State University of São Paulo. I addressed  a conference in Marília SP and and met cognitive scientists at the University of São Paulo.


In the summer of 1995 I gave lectures at the University of  São Paulo, the University of Brasília, the Federal University of Santa Catarina at Florianópolis, the Catholic University of Rio, and the Museu Nacional in Rio.


I was an invited speaker at the 2nd International Conference of the Brazilian Society for Cognitive Sciences, held in November 1996 at the Universidade Estadual do Norte Fluminense.

1978 
Bristol Philosophy of Mind Workshop

This initiative was supported by a Fulbright-Hays Special Award, a Bristol University discretionary award, and a British Academy grant


The workshop was a one-term programme of collaborative research that I directed in Bristol during the autumn of 1978, attended by a dozen philosophers, eight of whom were Bristol colleagues and postgraduates.  Four were American philosophers (Professors Daniel Dennett and Stephen Stich, and two doctoral students).  The visitors were recipients of Fulbright Fellowships linked specifically to the project. Work-in-progress was presented at a weekend conference attended by forty philosophers from the UK and abroad. 

The ‘Bristol Workshop’ is widely recognised as having influenced developments in the philosophy of mind, both nationally and internationally. The resulting collection Thought and Object became a standard reference work in the area.

Invited Lectures and Conference Contributions

I have delivered over a hundred talks, including some in languages other than English (specifically, Portuguese, Spanish, and French). They were given in a number of countries including India, the USA and Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Brazil, Puerto Rico, Hong Kong, Australia, Israel, Lebanon, Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Italy. I have chaired symposia in the UK, the USA, South America and Europe. 
